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Traffic Safety Officials, Cannabis Advocate and Lyft 
Combat Driving Drunk or High 

Seattle, WA [December 12, 2018]  – Traffic safety officials from the Washington Traffic Safety Commission (WTSC), and longtime marijuana activist and Hempfest promoter Vivian McPeak urge holiday revelers to “plan before you party.”  This surprising alliance is working together to reduce the growing number of fatalities from drivers impaired by both alcohol and cannabis, or other drugs.  As an inducement, the team was distributing free $20 Lyft ride certificates at prominent cannabis retailers in Spokane and Seattle.
“Driving drunk or high is dangerous,” said McPeak.  “It will increase your chances of being in a crash.  If you plan to party, party with a plan that you make ahead of time.  Plan on using Lyft or another form of transportation, or stay put until you’re sober.”
McPeak and officials from the WTSC distributed Lyft vouchers worth $20 to patrons of Uncle Ike’s in Seattle and Piece of Mind, a marijuana retailer in Spokane. 
Lyft and the Governor’s Highway Safety Association awarded a $20,000 grant to the Washington Traffic Safety Commission to fund this effort including $10,000 worth of Lyft rides to be distributed in Seattle and Spokane and on social media.
Shelly Baldwin, WTSC spokesperson, said, “Alcohol and drug impaired driving is the leading contributing factor in Washington fatal crashes. But we don’t have to accept that.  Make decisions about how you will get home safely before you party.  And if you see someone about to drive impaired, help them find a safe ride. We all have a role in keeping our roads safe.”
McPeak and WTSC are also taking to the airwaves with the Plan Before you Party message. They released a joint public service announcement in December targeting people who consume alcohol and cannabis or other drugs.  View the PSA here. 
WTSC research shows that since 2012, the number of poly-drug drivers (under the influence of a combinations of alcohol and drugs) involved in fatal crashes has increased an average of 15 percent per year.  Alcohol and cannabis are the most common poly-drug combination. Despite the increase, most Washingtonians believe it is unacceptable to drive within two hours of using either substance and most people never do.
“Lyft believes highway safety is everyone’s responsibility,” said Lyft Spokesperson and Northwestern GM Todd Kelsay.  We’re proud to join with WTSC and Vivian McPeak to encourage passengers to choose a smart ride option like Lyft. That way passengers can enjoy a night out and not have to worry about how they're getting home." 

More than 150 law enforcement agencies around the state are beginning extra DUI patrols today and through the holidays. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“There’s no need to ever face a DUI arrest or to put yourself and others in danger,” said McPeak. “You can have fun and be responsible and safe.  Make a plan.”
Additional Resources:
Marijuana Use, Alcohol Use, and Driving in Washington State: Emerging Issues with Poly-Drug Use on Washington Roadways

News Release:  Intervening to Prevent Driving Under the Influence of Cannabis and Alcohol is Part of Washington’s Traffic Safety Culture
Impairment Traffic Safety Programs
###
[bookmark: _Hlk530047599]The Washington Traffic Safety Commission (WTSC) is Washington’s designated highway safety office. We share a vision with numerous other state and local public agencies. That vision is to reduce traffic fatalities and serious injuries to zero. The WTSC Director is the Governor’s Highway Safety Representative, which is a designated position each state is required to have in order to qualify for federal traffic safety funding. Our Commission is made up of 26 employees and 10 Commissioners chaired by Washington’s Governor Jay Inslee.
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